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GOSFORTH  PRB/.K  DISTRICT  - NOR THPMBERLA t® . 


Council  Chambers, 

GOSFORTH. 

September,  1940. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee . 

Gentlemen, 

n»»Hw?0^a,lcev,Ul1  Circular  No.  2067  from  the  Ministry  of 
I*beg  submlt  herewith  a very  brief  interim  report  on 
he  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District  during  the  year  1939. 

is  ss„nirit'?h"s:  “■«*••  -■»-»  “» »• 

_ Since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  on  September  3rd  1939 
considerable  changes  in  the  population  have  taken  place  - larie 
numbers  of  the  young  people  have  joined  the  Armed  Forces  or  the 
Womens  Auxiliary  Services  and  although  Gosforth  is  classified  as 

hence  i area  man^ f^iiies  have  evacuated  themselves  voluntarily; 

ls  ^possible  to  make  any  reliable  estimate  of  the 
population  on  which  to  base  statistics. 

,Q  When  numbers  are  given  the  comparative  figures  for  the  year 
1938  ere  inserted  in  brackets.  y 

BIRTHS . 

240  (282;  live  births  and  6 (18)  still  births  were  registered 
uring  the  year;  there  were  again  no  deaths  from  sepsis  following 


pregnancy  or  childbirth  but  there' 
puerperal  causes”. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


was  1 (1)  death  from  ''other 


, ?nly  5 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  were 
registered  - a very  satisfactory  figure. 

DEATHS. 


(9oA\De8^S  from  a11  causes  at  all  ages  show  a decline  vizj  198 
there  was  no  outstanding  cause  of  death. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Apart  from  Tuberculosis, 
but  the  large  increase  is  due 
of  Chicken-pox  reported  viz; 


351  (209)  notifications  were  received 
to  an  exceptional  number  of  cases 
214  (42)  . 


66  cases  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  and  23  (27) 

^-Phtheria;  the  percentage  of  patients  removed  to 
spitai  remained  very  high.  There  was  one  death  from  each  of 
these  diseases  . 


102  (145)  children  were  immunised  against  ^iphtherd 
ofni42  (162?!  ti0nerS  aM  40  U7)  8t  thS  Helfsre  Centre  - 


by 

a total 


10  (7)  deaths  occurred  from  Pneumonia; 
admitted  to  Newcastle  General  Hospital  for 


1 (0)  patient 
treatment . 


was 


HV 


* 
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TUBERCULOSIS . 


Notifications  were  received,  in  respect  of  19  (25)  new  cases 
and  10  (14)  deaths  were  reported. 

The  register  was  kept  up  to  date  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
the  names  of  62  Pulmonary  cases  and  32  Non- Pulmonary  were  on  the 
books  . 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

2005  (1334)  home  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  and 
143  Child  Welfare  Sessions  were  held  at  the  Centre  at  which  the 
total  number  of  attendances  was  7737  (6952)  by  1023  (921) 
individuals  of  whom  405  (318)  were  ’new’  children;  in  addition 
805  (855)  parents  were  interviewed  at  the  office. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  amount  of  Dried  Milk  sold 
at  cost  price  or  given  free. 

ANTE- NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 

There  were  93  (84)  sessions  at  which  a total  of  779  (667) 
attendances  was  registered;  of  these  183  (172)  were  Ante-natal 
First  Visits  and  94  (63)  Post-natal  First  Visits. 

DENTAL  CLINIC. 

29  (26)  sessions  were  held  with  an  average  attendance  of  9.9 
(9);  in  108  (82)  cases  a general  anaesthetic  was  administered. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

So  far  as  Public  Health  was  concerned  1939  was  an  uneventful 
year,  which  was  fortunate  as  all  the  members  of  the  staff  had  to 
devote  a large  amount  of  time  to  A.R.P. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  Infant  Deaths  and  the  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  is  satisfactory  but  increases  are  to  be  expected 
as  a result  of  war  conditions. 

The  considerable  expansion  of  the  important  work  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  is  directly  due  to  the 
assistance  afforded  by  the  appointment  of  a clerk  in  January,  1939. 

Miss  E.  Hewison  resigned  her  post  as  clerk  to  the  Health 
Department  at  the  end  of  May  and  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  E.  Raine 
on  June  1st. 

Mr.  T.b.  Bennett  retired  on  the  30th  September,  1939,  having 
reached  the  age  limit;  his  duties  were  then  taken  over  by 
Mr.  W.  Oombey  on  November  1st. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  record  the  untiring  energy  of  all  members 
of  the  staff  under  very  trying  conditions;  at  the  same  time  I 
would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  helpful 
consideration  at  all  times. 


Yours  faithfully. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  • 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  brief  particulars  of  the  work  of 
my  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1939. 

The  late  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr  • T.B-.  Bennett  who 
retired  in  October,  1939,  was  responsible  for  most  of  the  work 
concerned  in  the  Report. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  iREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  whole  of  the  District  has  a piped  supply  provided  by  the 
Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  as  to  the 
quality,  and  no  tests  have  been  made. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 

The  Surveyor  informs  me  that  during  the  year  ended  December  31st 
1939,  15.4  lineal  yards  of  sewers  were  laid  in  the  District  as 
follows 


Coxlodge  Estate 

ii  ii 

u ii 

Rectory  Grove  & Church  Ave . 

,i  ii  .i  ii  t» 

Briarfield.  Road 
Nor  thfield  Road 
Brackenfield  Road 
Meadowfield  Road 


367  lin.  yds 
130  " 

75  " 

208  " 

303  " 

157 
143 
33  " 

128  11 


9 

12 

15 

6 

9 

9 

9 

9 

6 


it 

u 

ii 

it 

it 

it 

ii 

ti 

n 


Total  1544  11 


RIVE  RS  AND  SEWERS . 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  of  the  Sewerage  effluent  in  the 
Fawdon  area  still  exist,  and  action  is  being  taken  to  secure 
the  reconstruction  of  an  unsatisfactory  sewage  disposal  works  at 
the  Fawdon  Farm. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


8175  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  from  premises  in  the 
District  during  the  year.  4448  tons  were  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  in  the  Brunton  Quarry,  3083  tons  were  dealt  with  at  the 
Regent  Pit  Depot  incinerator  and  644  tons  were  disposed  of  to 
farms  and  gardens . 

Collection  continues  to  be  made  at  regular  intervals  varying 
from  one  to  three  times  per  week,  as  required,  the  average  amount 
of  refuse  collected  during  the  year  per  premi ses  being  1.18  tons 
and  per  thousand  population  402  tons. 

SALVAGE . 

A salvage  scheme  was  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
in  response  to  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Supply.  This 
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necessitated  certain  re-organisation  of  the  cleansing  service, 
and  entailed  much  extra  work,  but  the  scheme  was  making  progress 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

A total  of  6479  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  including 
5004  to  dwelling  houses  etc  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  90  re 
overcrowding  and  452  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases. 

175  Informal  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  294  defects  or  nuisances  of  various  kinds. 

3 Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  Housing  defects. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Inspection  of  Factories  and 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 

Workplaces 

( including 

Number  of 

ins  pections 

Occupier  s 

Premises . 

Inspections 

. written 
notices . 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

10 

2 

0 

Factori  es  without  mechanical  power  24 

»* 

0 

Workplaces 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

35 

6 

0 

Number  of  Factories  and  Workplaces  on  the  Register  and 
Occupations  carried  on  therein 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  10 
Builders  and  Joiners  and  Cabinet  Makers  7 
Monument  Works  2 
Welders  and  Smiths  1 
Garages  7 
Electricians  and  Plumbers  2 
Dressmakers  and  Tailors  2 
Coal  etc  Depots  3 
Laundries  2 
Confectionery  and  Biscuit  Packers  2 
Drug  Packers  1 
Boot  Repairs  6 

Total  45 


SHOPS  ACT c 

16  inspections  were  made  during  the  ye:ar  in  connection  with 
Section  10  of  this  Act,  and  in  3 cases  it  was  found  necessary  to 
serve  notices  for  contraventions  found. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


12  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  minor 
smoke  nuisances,  but  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing 
abatement  in  all  cases. 

ARMY  BILLETS. 

28  Visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  army  billets  in  the 
District  in  connection  with  the  hygiene  of  premises,  infectious 
disease  contacts,  removal  of  refuse  etc. 
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•’  CAMPING  SITES  AND  SWIMMING  BATHS  OR  POOLS, 

7 — — — - ■ — — — ■ — - , 

There  are  none  in  this  District, 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

A.  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 


There  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  names 
of  four  cow-keepers,  who  are  also  retailers  of  milk.  There  are 
also  20  purveyors  of  milk  whose  premises  are  within  the  District,  and 
30  whose  premises  are  outside  the  district. 

The  number  of  dairy  cows  kept  in  this  district  approximates  140  • 

(a)  3 notices  were  served  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
cow-kee},  < premises  and  all  were  complied  with. 

(b)  32  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  and  the  following  were  the  results  ?- 


Test 
used . 

Grade  of  Milk. 

Samples 
examined • 

Fo 

und 

Sati sf ac tory • 

Unsatisfactory 

Colifo rm 

Jngraded 

26 

20 

6 

II 

Accredited 

5 

4 

1 

ii 

II m m ti 

1 o ± 

0 

0 

0 

Methylene 

Blue 

Reduction 

Jngraded 

26 

18 

8 

II 

Accredited 

5 

4 

1 

it 

"TcT" 

0 

0 

0 

Plate  Count 

Pasteurised 

1 

0 

1 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  all  cases  of  unsatisfactory 

samples  * 

(c)  Licences  were  issued  to  retailers  to  sell  graded  milk  in  the 
District  as  follows 

To  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  3 

Accredited  Milk  1 

" " Pasteurised  Milk  9 

B . REGISTRAT 10  N OF  PREMISES  (Food  & Drugs  net,  1938,  Section  14) 

Commencement  was  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year  with  the 
inspection  and  registration  of  premises  concerned  in  the  above  Act. 
Circulars  were  distributed  to  all  food  premises  giving  them  details 
of  the  provisions  relating  to  the  hygiene  of  food  and  food  premises. 

C.  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES,  RETAIL  MEAT  SHOPS  AND  FOOD  STORES. 


There  are  two  private  slaughter  houses  and  26  retail  meat 
shops  in  the  district.  They  are  periodically  inspected  and  it  was 
feu  nd  necessary  to  issue  one  notice  during  the  year*  The 
structural  condition  of  the  premises  is  fairly  satisfactory. 

Approximately  1531  sheep,  279  cattle,  81  calves  and  1 pig 
v/ere  slaughtered  in  this  area  during  the  year. 

In  only  2 cases  was  it  necessary  to  condemn  part  of  a carcase 
for  a disease  other  than  T.B.,  and  in  only  1 case  was  T .B . found 
to  exist  in  any  animal.  1 bovine  head  and  tongue  being  condemned 
on  that  account. 

The  occupiers  of  the  slaughter  houses  have  regular  times  each 
week  for  slaughtering  and  inspections  are  made  both  at  these 
end  at  other  times. 

73  inspections  were  made  of  slaughter-house  premises  during  the 

year . 
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HOU  SING  - 


The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  District  is  6257  and  of 
these  about  2838  are  of  a type  suitable  for  occupation  by  persons 
of  the  working  classes  • There  were  47  unoccupied  houses  ±n  she 
District  at  the  end  of  the  year- 

155  houses  were  erectea  during  the  year  by  private  builders. 

1.  INSPECTION  OP  DP  ELL  I N 0 HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR  . 


(1) 

( & ) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  funder  Public  Health 
or  Hou  sing  lets ) . 

249 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

249 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above J which  were  inspected 
ard  recorded  under  the  Housing  consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

28 

lb) 

umber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

28 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  so  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

2 

(4) 

( a ) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head j found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

247 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEF  .CIS  DU RI FG__THE_  YEA R . ITHOUT  SERVICE 
— — — qF  FOi  Jvji.E  NO  i I w L S - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fir  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 

3 . ACTION  UNDER  STi.TI  TO RY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  . 

A*  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  tne 

Hou sing  Ac t , 1936. 

11)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  we re  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


172 


#3 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Lets. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedi ed 

(2;  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  m default 


of  owners 


C-  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936* 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 


o o o o ro 


5 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0 


D-  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  - Overcrowding. 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


end  of  the  year  18 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  21 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  141 

{2>  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year  31 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  \ 

relieved  during  the  year  32 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases  224 


(4)  No  houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
to  abate  previous  overcrowding  therein 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  COMBEY, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 

Olef using  Officer. 


1st  October,  1940. 


